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Carolyn Stransky
@carolstran

Frontend devs: What are some
tools/technologies/buzzwords that
people describe as “simple” or “easy to

pick up” but you just... don’t get?

My DMs are also open if you want to
privately tell me the things you pretend

to know @

11:06 AM - 5 Feb 2019

bit.ly/buzzword-tweet



I wasn ' t alone
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Typescript

typescriptlang.org



“A typed superset
of JavasScript”

typescriptlang.org



“Just some types on
your JavaScript”
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“Just s

o Lypes on
your jéiiatript”
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Typescript 1s a
whole new language
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Typescript has a
compiler
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import * as React from ‘react’
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import * as React from ‘react’

type ‘string’' 1s not assignable
to type ‘never'
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import * as React from ‘react’

type ‘string’' 1s not assignable
to type ‘never'

*.tsx *.d.ts *.map *.js
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import * as React from ‘react’

type ‘string
to t

t assignable
ver

*.tsx *.d.ts *.map *.js
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“I think the best way
to learn Redux 1s to
forget trying to
understand 1t~

bit.ly/redux-quora



“I think pbest way
to lear @ X is to
forgeth S ding to

under_ __...d 1t”

bit.ly/redux-quora



Unidirectional flow
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Unidirectional flow

Lots of specific jargon
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Unidirectional flow

Lots of specific jargon

MIDDLEWARE
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Unidirectional flow

Lots of ségi%>1c jargon

MIDDLEWARE
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“I use 1t but 1
don' 't get 1t”
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“1 feel 1li1ke I know
1t but I also know
that I don’t”
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“ITt’s like JSON”
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“It’ s JSON”™
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“It’s like types”
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“It’s types”
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“It’s like string
interpolation”
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string
tion”

"It s 1/
inter
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gatsbyjs.org



“The easiest way to
make a static
website 1n React”
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“The ea

way TO
make 6!? atic

website - React”
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Already know React
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Already know React

Already know GraphQL
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Already know React

Already know GraphQL

Want a smaller site
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Gatsby has a lot
of magic
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Just delete
the .cache folder
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Jusete
the .cC folder
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*  Flexbox Froggy - A game for le: X +

(O & https://flexboxfroggy.com

FLEXBOX FROGGY [ leettorzt e

Welcome to Flexbox Froggy, a game where you help Froggy and friends by writing CSS code!
Guide this frog to the lilypad on the right by using the justify—-content property, which
aligns items horizontally and accepts the following values:

o flex—-start: Items align to the left side of the container.
flex—end: Items align to the right side of the container.

center : Items align at the center of the container.
space-between: Items display with equal spacing between them.
e space—around: Items display with equal spacing around them.

For example, justify-content: flex-end; will move the frog to the right.

SPONSOR | Hotjar — See how your visitors are really using your website.

Flexbox Froggy is created by Codepip ¢ GitHub ¢ Twitter « = Settings

Want to learn CSS grid? Play Grid Garden.

Read staticxx.facebook.com

flexboxfrogqgy.com



align-1tems
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align-1tems

align-content
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align-1tems
align-content

justify-content
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align-1tems
align-content

justify-content

flex-wrap
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align-1tems
align-content

justify-content

flex-wrap
flex-flow
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align-1tems
align-content
justify-content
flex-wrap
flex-flow

flex-direction
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.;‘3 A Complete Guide to Flexbox | = X +

® @ https://css-tricks.com/snippets/css/a-guide-to-flexbox/

- @ @ U:D Ce.g. flexbox I ,O>

(.
K CSS-TRICKS E

Articles Videos Almanac Snippets Newsletter Jobs Guides

Guide Collection

A Complete Guide to Flexbox

Apr 8, 2013 Mar 14, 2019

Our comprehensive guide to CSS flexbox layout. This complete
guide explains everything about flexbox, focusing on all the
different possible properties for the parent element (the flex

container) and the child elements (the flex items). It also
includes historv. demos. patterns. and a browser support chart.

Monthly Sponsor

Thanks HeIIOSi n! 'V HELLOSIGN API

' ° [i:__=
Developer-first eSignature API that checks all the I;____’-.n
Enterprise boxes (and more). Try HelloSign API for free =2
today.

Share: [ Twitter | Facebook ]

bit.ly/complete-flexbox-quide



You're not alone
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“We mistake
familiarity for
simplicity’

Jim Fisher - bit.ly/dont-say-simply
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“We mistake
familiarity for
simplicity’

Jim Fisher - bit.ly/dont-say-simply
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Jim Fisher - bit.ly/dont-say-simply
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Spiral of silence

Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann - bit.ly/spiral-of-silence-noelle



Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann - bit.ly/spiral-of-silence-noelle



“The assessment of one’s
social environment may
not always correlate
With reality”

Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann - bit.ly/spiral-of-silence-noelle
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Increased
Empathy



Empathy matters
more 1n education
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Empathy requires
humility
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Take ownership of the
communities we' re 1n
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Start an 1nternal
mentorship program
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Someone you admire
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Someone you admire

Someone you feel
comfortable with
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Someone you admire

Someone you feel
comfortable with

NOT YOUR MANAGER

@carolstran
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I'ry out empathy-
driven teaching

@carolstran



Relate your own
experiences
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I can see that
vou feel..



I have felt
that way when..



wWhat I have
found 1s that..



Ban words like
"easy" from your
vocabulary
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Be specific

Jim Fisher - bit.ly/dont-say-simply



Be comparative

Jim Fisher - bit.ly/dont-say-simply



Be absolute

Jim Fisher - bit.ly/dont-say-simply



Show, don’t tell

Jim Fisher - bit.ly/dont-say-simply



Deconstruct
your biases
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Keep a learning
journal
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Just because you
understand something
doesn’ 't mean that
everyone else will too
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People learn at
different rates

carolstran
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Brains are
weilrd
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Everyone 1s a beginner
at some point
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It’s ok that
things are hard
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Programming
1S hard

carolstran



“By saying something 1S
easy, you remove the
accomplishment of learning
something as 1t was always
supposed to be easy.

And learning something 1s
always an accomplishment”

@Thisls JoFrank



