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Googling M\ Wa\ 
from JoXrnalism Wo 

Engineering and 
Back 

 

CaURO\Q SWUaQVN\, PePbeU Rf AWC BeUOiQ, GeUPaQ\, RQ XViQg 
GRRgOeȇV VeaUch eQgiQe WR ȴQd a jRb. 

FEATURE 

Ζf OiYiQg iQ BeUOiQ haV WaXghW Pe aQ\WhiQg, iW'V Whe 
iPSRUWaQce Rf VeaUch eQgiQeV.  
 
M\ ȴUVW Oife-aOWeUiQg GRRgOe VeaUch haSSeQed 
VhRUWO\ afWeU PRYiQg WR GeUPaQ\ fURP Whe UQiWed 
SWaWeV. ΖW had beeQ da\V ViQce Ζ had had a 
cRQYeUVaWiRQ ZiWh aQRWheU hXPaQ beVideV P\ 
GeUPaQ SaUWQeU. Ζ ZaV ORQeO\. SR Ζ aSSUeheQViYeO\ 
W\Sed Vi[ ZRUdV iQWR Whe bR[ RQ P\ VcUeeQ: "hRZ 
WR PaNe fUieQdV adXOW beUOiQ". WheQ WhRVe UeVXOWV 
ZeUe XVeOeVV becaXVe FUeXnd ZaV RXW Rf P\ 
YRcabXOaU\, Ζ added "e[SaW". ThaW'V hRZ Ζ fRXQd 
Whe APeUicaQ WRPeQ'V COXb Rf BeUOiQ. 
 
The VecRQd VigQiȴcaQW VeaUch Oed Pe WR a caUeeU iQ 
WechQRORg\. AQd Whe WhiUd, VRfWZaUe eQgiQeeUiQg. 
BefRUe Ζ geW iQWR WhaW, VRPe cRQWe[W.  

 

ArriYing in Berlin 
Ζ aUUiYed iQ BeUOiQ ZiWh RQO\ a jRXUQaOiVP degUee 
aQd a ZhROe ORW Rf XQfRXQded cRQȴdeQce. Ζ ZaV aQ 
ideaOiVW, SOaQQiQg WR ȊchaQge Whe ZRUOd ZiWh P\ 
ZRUdV.ȋ TXUQV RXW, beiQg a jRXUQaOiVW iQ a cRXQWU\ 
ZheUe \RX dRQ'W VSeaN Whe OaQgXage iV haUd. A 
b\OiQe heUe aQd WheUe didQ'W Sa\ eQRXgh WR cRYeU 
P\ UeQW RU TXaOif\ fRU a YiVa. Ζ UeaOi]ed WhaW Ζ 
Qeeded VRPeWhiQg PRUe VXVWaiQabOe.  
 
AfWeU ZeeNV Rf XQceUWaiQW\ aQd gURZiQg cRQceUQ 
WhaW P\ WRXUiVW YiVa ZRXOd e[SiUe, Ζ did aQRWheU 
VeaUch: "hRZ WR ZRUN iQ BeUOiQ aV e[SaW". Ζ OeaUQed 
WhaW WhiV ciW\ haV a gURZiQg WechQRORg\ aQd VWaUW-
XS VceQe. AQd Whe beVW SaUW? The SUiPaU\ 
OaQgXage iQ PRVW RɝceV iV EQgOiVh. The Qe[W da\, Ζ 
VXbPiWWed P\ CV fRU aQ\ UROe RQ 
BeUOiQSWaUWXSJRbV.cRP WhaW OiVWed ȊQaWiYe EQgOiVh 
VSeaNeUȋ aV a TXaOiȴcaWiRQ.  
 
Back Wo Whe beginning 
TZR \eaUV aQd a cRXSOe PiVceOOaQeRXV PaUNeWiQg 
jRbV OaWeU, Ζ fRXQd P\VeOf bacN ZheUe Ζ VWaUWed 
afWeU Whe VWaUW-XS VSRQVRUiQg P\ ZRUNiQg YiVa ȴOed 
fRU baQNUXSWc\. JXdgiQg b\ P\ ePSW\ iQbR[, 
SURVSecWV fRU aQRWheU fXOO-WiPe cRPPXQicaWiRQV 
UROe ZeUe gUiP. M\ cROOeagXeV iQ eQgiQeeUiQg, 
hRZeYeU, ZeUe WhUiYiQg. MRVW ZeUe aOUead\ 
VQaWched XS b\ a cRPSeWiWRU aQd Whe UeVW ZeUe 
"ZeighiQg WheiU RSWiRQV" (a fRUeigQ cRQceSW WR Pe 
aW Whe WiPe). 
 
Ζ aOZa\V had a hXQch WhaW VRfWZaUe eQgiQeeUV ZeUe 
beWWeU R΍. USSeU PaQagePeQW QeYeU TXeVWiRQed if 
WheiU ZRUN ZaV iPSRUWaQW. NRW WR PeQWiRQ WhaW 
PaQ\ Rf WheiU VaOaUieV ZeUe dRXbOe PiQe. 
EQgiQeeUV aOVR SRVVeVVed aQ iQ-dePaQd VNiOO. 
CRPSaUiQg WheiU SRVW-iQVROYeQc\ jRb hXQW WR PiQe 
Pade WhiV VWUiNiQgO\ cOeaU.  
 
TheUe ZeUe dRZQVideV WR eQgiQeeUiQg, Ζ ZaV VXUe. 
FRU iQVWaQce, beiQg hXQched RYeU a VcUeeQ aOO da\ 
VXUeO\ deVWUR\V \RXU bacN, aQd WheiU Rɝce ZaV 
YagXeO\ VZeaW\ aQd SXQgeQW OiNe a ORcNeU URRP. 

Enjoying life in Berlin 



 48 

BXW Whe SURPiVe Rf VWabiOiW\ NeSW cUeeSiQg iQWR P\ 
WhRXghWV. Ζf Ζ ZaQWed WR bXiOd a Oife ZiWh P\ 
SaUWQeU iQ GeUPaQ\, Ζ ZRXOd Qeed a YiVa aQd a 
UeOiabOe iQcRPe. JRb VecXUiW\ aQd Whe abiOiW\ WR Sa\ 
R΍ P\ OiQgeUiQg VWXdeQW debW ZRXOdQ'W hXUW. Ζ 
didQ'W haYe aQ\ Rf WhaW, bXW Whe VRfWZaUe 
eQgiQeeUV did. 
 
Learning from Google 
ΖOOXPiQaWed agaiQ b\ Whe gORZ Rf GRRgOe'V hRPe 
VcUeeQ, Ζ heViWaQWO\ W\Sed: "hRZ WR becRPe a 
VRfWZaUe eQgiQeeU". ΖW feOW UidicXORXV WR aVN a 
VeaUch eQgiQe fRU VXch PajRU caUeeU gXidaQce. 
The UeVXOWV \ieOded WhUee RSWiRQV: gR bacN WR 
XQiYeUViW\; Weach \RXUVeOf RQOiQe; RU aWWeQd a 
cRdiQg bRRWcaPS. UQiYeUViW\ ZRXOd UeTXiUe eiWheU 
PRQe\ RU a beWWeU cRPPaQd Rf Whe GeUPaQ 
OaQgXage, VR WhaW ZaV RXW. Ζ ZaVQ'W diVciSOiQed 
eQRXgh WR be VeOf-WaXghW. The UePaiQiQg RSWiRQ 
ZaV a cRdiQg bRRWcaPS. The RQO\ SURbOeP ZaV 
WhaW Ζ had QR idea ZhaW a cRdiQg bRRWcaPS ZaV.  
 
AccRUdiQg WR edX, cRdiQg bRRWcaPSV aUe deȴQed 
aV "VhRUW-WeUP, iQWeQVe WUaiQiQg VeVViRQV deVigQed 
WR SUeSaUe VWXdeQWV fRU Whe SUacWicaO UeaOiW\ Rf 
deYeORSPeQW". ThiV iV accXUaWe.. bXW iW faiOV WR 
aUWicXOaWe hRZ gUXeOiQg Whe e[SeUieQce caQ be.  
 
Coding booWcamp 
ΖQ 2017, Ζ aWWeQded SSiced AcadeP\'V WZeOYe-ZeeN 
Zeb deYeORSPeQW SURgUaP iQ BeUOiQ. ΖW ZaV 
immeUViYe Ȃ a PiQiPXP Rf eighW hRXUV SeU da\ aW 
Whe VchRRO, SOXV UeYieZ eYeU\ QighW aQd SURjecW 
ZRUN RYeU Whe ZeeNeQd. WUiWiQg cRde aOVR 
UeTXiUed UeZiUiQg P\ bUaiQ aQd WaNiQg a QeZ, 
PRUe ORgicaO aSSURach WR SURbOeP-VROYiQg. ΖW ZaV  

diɝcXOW. Ζ cUied fUeTXeQWO\. Ζ aOPRVW TXiW WhUee 
WiPeV. BXW Ζ made iW.  
 
M\ job Woda\ 
TRda\, Ζ'P ZRUNiQg aV a VRfWZaUe eQgiQeeU aW a 
di΍eUeQW VWaUW-XS. MRVW Rf P\ aVVXPSWiRQV ZeUe 
WUXe, aOWhRXgh VRPeWiPeV WhaW VWabiOiW\ iV 
RYeUVhadRZed b\ Ve[iVP aQd RWheU V\VWePic 
SURbOePV iQ Whe iQdXVWU\. ΖWȇV haUd WR cRPSOaiQ, 
WhRXgh. BXiOdiQg ZebViWeV iV iQWeUeVWiQg eQRXgh 
aQd eYeQ PRUe VR ZheQ Whe Sa\checN cRPeV iQ 
eYeU\ PRQWh. 
 
M\ bacNgURXQd iQ jRXUQaOiVP haV aOVR SURYed 
XVefXO. ΖȇYe ZUiWWeQ SUeVeQWaWiRQV abRXW Whe 
WechQicaO cRQceSWV ΖȇYe OeaUQed aQd WUaYeOed WR 
cRQfeUeQceV iQ ΖceOaQd, ΖQdia aQd SiQgaSRUe aV a 
UeVXOW. NRZ ΖȇP acWiYeO\ WU\iQg WR cRPbiQe 
jRXUQaOiVP aQd eQgiQeeUiQg b\ ZUiWiQg fRU RXWOeWV 
OiNe FXWXUe of Se[, a SXbOicaWiRQ fRcXVed RQ Whe 
iQWeUVecWiRQ Rf Wech aQd hXPaQ Ve[XaOiW\. 
 
ΖWȇV iPSRVVibOe WR Va\ ZheUe WhiV QeZ caUeeU ZiOO 
WaNe Pe, eVSeciaOO\ giYeQ hRZ TXicNO\ WechQRORg\ 
eYROYeV. BXW ΖȇP cRQȴdeQW Ζ'OO be abOe WR ȴgXUe  
iW RXW.  
 
OU, ZRUVW caVe, Ζ'OO GRRgOe iW.  
 
 Learning new skills 
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Carol\n Stransk\ (she/her) is a softZare engineer and 
freelance journalist based in German\. Originall\ from 
Seattle, Carol\n moYed to Berlin nearl\ si[ \ears ago 
and has been a member of the American Women’s 
Club of Berlin eYer since. During the da\, she builds 
Zeb products Zith a focus on design and accessibilit\ 
for earl\-stage start-ups. Out of the oɝce, Carol\n 
Zrites about technolog\ and identit\ for outlets like 
FXWXUe of Se[ and CXUYe Maga]ine. You can ȴnd her 
most places on the Δnternet @carolstran or through 
her Zebsite: ZorkZithcarol\n.com  

 

At the Spiced Academy 
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FEATURED PHOTOS TKH CRYHU PKRWR  
 

ȊA DD\ DW WKH AFDGHP\ȋ (2017) 
B\ PDXO FRZOHU 

 
The cRYeU ShRWR iV Rf CaURO\Q SWUaQVN\ 
(AWC BeUOiQ, RQ OefW) aQd ΖQgUid MajdaOaQi aW 
SSiced AcadeP\ iQ BeUOiQ, GeUPaQ\. SSiced 
AcadeP\ SURYideV iPPeUViYe WUaiQiQg fRU 
SeRSOe hRSiQg WR geW iQWR Whe ȴeOdV Rf 
VRfWZaUe eQgiQeeUiQg aQd daWa VcieQce. OQ 
WhiV da\, CaURO\Q aQd ΖQgUid ZeUe ZUiWiQg 
SVeXdR cRde (SOaiQ OaQgXage deVcUiSWiRQV 
fRU ZhaW \RXȇOO WU\ WR accRPSOiVh ZiWh cRde) 
fRU WheiU ȴQaO SURjecWV.  
 
BRWh ZRPeQ aWWeQded SSiced AcadeP\ȇV 
12-ZeeN Zeb deYeORSPeQW SURgUaP iQ 
2017 aQd haYe beeQ ZRUNiQg aV VRfWZaUe 
eQgiQeeUV eYeU ViQce. YRX caQ Uead PRUe 
abRXW CaURO\QȇV VWRU\ aQd caUeeU WUaQViWiRQ 
iQ Whe feaWXUe RQ S.47 ȊGRRgOiQg P\ Za\ 
fURP jRXUQaOiVP WR eQgiQeeUiQg aQd bacNȋ. 

TKH BDFN PDJH PKRWR  
ȊWRUNLQJ DQ\WLPH DQG DQ\ZKHUH!ȋ (2020) 

B\ TXJED AVPD]RJOX 
"OQe Rf Whe SeUNV Rf fUeeOaQce ZRUN fRU Pe iV WR be abOe WR ZRUN aQ\WiPe aQd aQ\ZheUe, aV 

ORQg aV Ζ haYe acceVV WR cR΍ee aQd iQWeUQeW. HaYiQg beeQ ZRUNiQg aV a fUeeOaQce ZUiWeU/
cRQWeQW cUeaWRU fRU RYeU a decade, Ζ feeO OiNe if Ζ gR WR a OibUaU\ WR ZRUN, Ζ ZRQ'W be abOe WR 

cRQceQWUaWe dXe WR aQ e[ceVV aPRXQW Rf ViOeQce!  
ThiV ShRWR ZaV UeceQWO\ WaNeQ b\ TXgba AVPa]RgOX, aQ e[SaW fUieQd ZhR had jXVW PRYed WR 

MRVcRZ. We ZaQWed WR PeeW aW GUM, Whe hiVWRUicaO PaUNeW ViWe iQ Red STXaUe, bXW Ζ aOVR had 
WR PeeW a deadOiQe WhaW da\. SR Ζ ZeQW WR a cR΍ee VhRS eaUOieU WR ZRUN RQ P\ OaWeVW aQiPaWiRQ 
befRUe Ze PeW aQd ZheQ Vhe caPe, Vhe fRXQd Pe ZRUNiQg RQ caYe SeRSOeȇV e\ebURZV. ΖW ZaV 

a SaUW Rf a QeZ aQiPaWiRQ fRU P\ edXcaWiRQaO YideR chaQQeO, CXUiRXV MiQd TV. Ȋ  
 


